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The Perseus Books Group, United States, 1998. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New edition. 203 x 135 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.We may regard ourselves as the most
advanced species on the planet, but have we really reached our optimum design? Isnt there always room for
improvements? Before you answer, let noted evolutionary biologist George C. Williams remind you of both the
exquisite adaptations and absurd maladaptations nature has bestowed upon us, the self-proclaimed pinnacle
of evolution. Picking up where Darwin leF oG, Williams combines philosophical perspective and scientific
method to provide a foundation for the answers to some fascinating questions. He explains why our bodies
have to deteriorate so disastrously with old age. He gives us logical reasons to explain why we crave foods like
sugar and fat that have been proven time and again to be detrimental to our health. And Williams single-
handedly deflates our Homo sapiens sapiens ego with such insights as: Our eyesightit may seem superior, but
not when compared to that of the invertebrate squid, whose eye has developed over time to prove more
eGicient than ours. And wouldnt it make more sense to have a third eye, located on the back of the head? We
could have stereoscopic vision in front and rear-vision warning us of danger sneaking up behind. Rear-view
mirrors would become a thing of the past. And why stop at three eyes?This fascinating new book is markedly
diGerent from all previous work on evolutionary biology. Using the pony fish and its luminescent abdomen as
the perfect evolutionary mystery, Williams explores the intricacies of natures designs. Rather than telling us how
or why the pony fish got its light, Williams explains the functional reasons why the pony fish keeps its light. He
also explains why our...
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