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children from danger and destruction. Every child expects their mom to be there for them and instinctively
trusts them. They would never expect their own mother of being able to commit such crimes, but they do.Why
Do They Commit These Acts Of Maternal Filicide Maternal filicide is the technical term for the act of a mother
killing her child. It is usually children under the age of eight who are killed by their mothers; those over the age
of eight are more likely to be killed by their fathers.So what can make a mother cross the line and actually kill
her own child-or, in some cases, children? A history of mental illness, drug abuse, and even perceived altruistic
reasons have all been seen in these horrible cases. Andrea Yates, famous for drowning her children in the family
bathtub, had a known history of post-partum depression and psychosis and had been advised not to have any
further children. In some cases, the mother may stop taking her medication or avoid the counseling doctors
recommend.In the case of Diane Downs, however, who attempted to kill all three of her children but only
managed to kill her daughter, it was suspected that she committed the crimes to win the favor of an ex-
boyfriend who had stated he didn t want any children. This isn t the only case that circles back around to a
relationship. In fact, revenge on a partner might be one of the rarest reasons for filicide, but it happens as
well.Beyond Child AbuseWomen may only commit 14 of the violent crimes in the country, but filicide...
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