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Summary: "This groundbreaking volume adds immeasurably to our understanding of love relations by
illuminating the interplay between attachment and sexuality. Historically, attachment theory and research have
been weakest in their consideration of the role of sexuality in the formation and disruption of attachment
bonds. Hence this volume which explores the myriad ways that attachment and sexuality converge and diverge
in individual development and the treatment process, fills a significant theoretical gap. Unique in their
integration of detailed clinical material and empirical studies, the papers address the relationship between the
quality of early parent-child attachment bonds and the evolution of desire, the impact of attachment on the
oedipal phase, and the recapitulation and reconfiguration of attachment and sexuality in the transference.
Attachment and Sexuality is destined to take its place as a classic in the widening literature on the intersection
of psychoanalytic thought and attachment research." - Otto F. Kernberg, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry, Weill
Medical College, Cornell University, USA "This volume offers a critical and much needed addition to attachment
perspectives. For decades now, attachment theory has shed light on what makes us human--our earliest
relationships, those that endure through our lives, those that offer us safety and comfort during hard times. But
until this book, attachment perspectives have not so clearly addressed romantic love and those sexual passions
and drives that are equally core to human need across the lifespan. Each of the authors brings a clinically and
scholarly rich integration of how passionate love and enduring love are necessarily woven together in all
human relationships. This volume will soon be essential reading for all who work clinically with attachment
perspectives and it sets a very clear clinical research agenda for all attachment scholars...
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