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merchants met to strike deals. He bears witness to the goings-on at a notary's office and sits in on the
consequential proceedings of a courtroom. He describes in detail the main players, investors, shady characters,
speculators, and domestic servants and other ordinary folk, who all played a role in the development of the
market and its crises. His history clarifies concerns that investors still struggle with today, such as fraud, the
value of information, trust and the place of honor, managing diverging expectations, and balancing risk, and
does so in a way that is vivid, relatable, and critical to understanding our contemporary financial predicament.
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