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Penguin Books Ltd, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Trade Paperback.. 198 x 129 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The great city of Beijing, capital of China from the ninth century, was for
a millennium one of the most extraordinary places on earth. At a time when London, Paris, or Rome had only
several hundred thousand residents, Beijing held over a million. This book tells the history of this great city, and
through it provides a highly engaging summary history of China. In the summer of 1997, President Jiang Zemin
made a decision to destroy Beijing. There was no announcement, no explanation given, nor any attempt made
to justify his decision. Even those working as architects only became aware of what was happening when it was
already too late. Expertly moving between historical analysis and reportage, Jasper Becker describes the
impact of this systematic destruction, a unique telling of the city s history that encapsulates both the grandeur
of its creation and the tragedy of its demise.
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