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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Curse of Charity Middle-Class Defence Leagues
and Ratepayers Associations, like the C. O. S., are also against Socialism. Therefore, there must be something
wrong with charity when Socialists and anti-Socialists alike are agreed that it is, under present conditions, a
curse. Why is Charity A Curse? Why has poor charity, once the crown and glory of life, fallen into this disrepute?
Charity, all said and done, is but another name for love, and while the sourest and sorriest knaves shrink from
cursing love, we are all shaking our heads over the wickedness of charity. The fact is, of course, that it is just
because charity has forgotten that its roots are in love and equal dealing between man and man, and has
become a thing so alien to human aEection that no one dare call it love (who could speak of a Love
Organisation Society?), that mankind is finding charity an unmitigated nuisance, a curse, and a tiresome,
unprofitable business. Charity, as we have it to-day, degrades and injures both the donor and the recipient; it
curses him that gives and him that takes. It breeds suspicion, pride, cunning, meanness, and a thousand petty
ills. It does not draw mankind together as love should do in social human fellowship; on the contrary, it
separates men and women from their fellows. It makes of the giver a Pharisee, thanking God (oHen
unconsciously) that he is not as these poor whom he investigates, reports upon, and patronises, and who are
obviously (to him) of a lower and inferior species. It makes of the recipient a hypocrite, compelled to wear a
smiling face for the sake of...
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