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Simon Schuster Ltd, United Kingdom, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reissue. 211 x 140 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. | am always asked to explain what it felt like to grow up black under South Africa s
system of legalized racism known as apartheid, and how | escaped from it and ended up in America. This book
is the most thorough answer | have heretofore given. The last thing | ever dreamed of when | was daily battling
for survival and for an identity other than that of inferiority and fourth-class citizen, which apartheid foisted on
me, was that someday | would attend an American college, edit its newspaper, graduate with honors, practise
journalism and write a book. How could | have dreamed of all this when | was born of illiterate parents who
could not afford to pay my way through school, let alone pay the rent for our shack and put enough food on
the table; when black people in Alexandra lived under constant police terror and the threat of deportation to
impoverished tribal reserves; when at ten | contemplated suicide because | found the burden of living in a
ghetto, poverty-stricken and without hope, too heavy to shoulder; when in 1976 | got deeply involved in the
Soweto protests, in which hundreds of black students were killed by the police, and thousands fled the country
to escape imprisonment and torture? In Kaffir Boy | have re-created, as best as | can remember, all these
experiences. | have sought to paint a portrait of my childhood and youth in Alexandra, a black ghetto of
Johannesburg, where | was born and lived for eighteen years, with the hope that the rest of the world will finally
understand why apartheid cannot be reformed: it has to be abolished....
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