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these bodies attracted the attention of investigators more than one hundred years ago and have since then
been many times the subject of study, the published statements respecting them are so conflicting and
uncertain that it has heretofore been impossible to know what the truth regarding them actually is. With the
purpose of clearing up the existing confusion and determining the real value of the evidence offered, as well as
extending, as far as possible, our knowledge of these important substances, the writer some years ago
undertook an investigation of this seed which has recently been concluded by work done under grants from the
Carnegie Institution of Washington. As the results of these investigations have been published from time to time
in a number of different papers, appearing in four different journals, it has been thought desirable to bring all
this work together in one paper. In so doing the details have been reproduced in full, for the nature of the
evidence is such that its value largely consists in concordant results of many experiments, repeated under
different conditions, since it is not yet possible to establish the chemical individuality of different protein
substances by demonstrating their possession of definite physical properties, as may be done with the simpler
organic compounds. The experience of the-writer in his endeavors to understand and repeat the work of many
of his predecessors has made him feel the importance of these details to future workers along the same lines
and is his...
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