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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. G K Chesterton (illustrator). 229 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The Green Overcoat is and pretends to be
nothing but a piece of amusing foolery. But when a Belloc and a Chesterton collaborate in nonsense,
something is bound to drop. Mr. Chesterton, to be sure, appears here only in the new ro1e of illustrator, but he
does a very good job. His drawings belong to no recognizable school or manner, and we are grateful for this as
well as for the fact that they actually illustrate the text-a thing which professional illustrators seldom stoop to.
He must have had almost as much fun doing the pictures as Mr. Belloc had spinning the yarn. It is a blithe
fantasy, in which, thank Heaven, there is not a word of sense. A number of ridiculous things happen to a
number of ridiculous persons, and Mr. Belloc conveys them to us with the careless gusto of an aFer-dinner
intimate. It all begins with the purloining by a Professor of Psychology of a magnificent green overcoat
belonging to a rich retired merchant. It is the kind of overcoat which brings misfortune to all illegal possessors,
and only blesses the original owner. The Professor is pretty roughly handled by fate, becomes a forger and an
impostor, and is saved from public exposure and disgrace only by an ingenious turn of chance which makes
silence very much to the interest of the overcoat s rightful owner. The Professor is leF by the adventure the
reputed possessor of a considerable fortune, and a revered authority on psychic phenomena. I love Mr. Belloc s
blithe and casual conclusion. Summing up with a row of hows, he concludes: . .How Professor Higginson...
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