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Mistaken Subtilty of the Four Figures Everything in nature, whether in the animate or inanimate world, takes
place according to rules, although we do not always know these rules. Water falls according to laws of gravity,
and in animals locomotion also takes place according to rules. The fish in the water, the bird in the air, moves
according to rules. All nature, indeed, is nothing but a combination of phenomena which follow rules; and
nowhere is there any irregularity. When we think we find any such, we can only say that rules are unknown. The
exercise of our own faculties takes place also according to certain rules, which we follow at first unconsciously,
until by a long-continued use of our faculties we attain the knowledge of them, and at last make them so
familiar, that it costs us much trouble to think of them in abstracto. Thus, ex. gr. general grammar is the form
of language in general. One may speak, however, without knowing grammar, and he who speaks without
knowing it has really a grammar, and speaks according to rules of which, however, he is not aware. Now, like
all our faculties, the understanding, in particular, is governed in its actions by rules which we can investigate.
Nay, the understanding is to be regarded as the source and faculty of conceiving rules in general. About the
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