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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . . . as far as this diocese was concerned, to be an important discovery. In the first
place, it is a transcript which must have been made from the original paper register ordered in 1538 by Thomas
Cromwell, King Henrys minister, but superseded t in 1597 by the parchment books now in the parish chest. The
earlier entries in the first volume of these parchment registers are copied from the same source and agree
substantially with the transcript in question. It stands alone: it has no predecessor: it has no successor till 1666.
How it has escaped when those of the succeeding seventy-six years have perished, and where it came from,
when the diocesan registry was overhauled and arranged, one cannot tell; at all events, its existence is certain,
but to explain why so early a transcript should ever exist at all--hie labor, hoc opus. Writers on parish registers
seem to think that transcripts were originated by the canon J of 1603, or at the very earliest by the Elizabethan
injunction of 1597. For instance in an article on the preservation of parish registers in the Standard newspaper
(Dec 27th, 188S), it was stated that The parish registers, as an institution, date from about 1538, and the
transcripts were first ordered in 1597. This is the commonly received opinion, gathered no doubt from the well-
known text-books, on the history of Parish The injunction is found, among other places, in Bp. Burnets
Collection of Records, vol. i. pt. 2,...
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