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illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: . . . WILLARD FISKE AND ICELANDIC BIBLIOGRAPHY BY HALLDOR HERMANNSSON About
1840 some interest was awakened in this country in the Old Icelandic literature in connection with Professor
Rafns publication of the sources on the discovery of the American Continent by the Norsemen; this will be seen
from several articles and reviews which at that time appeared in various American periodicals. With most
people the curiosity stopped at that. But there was at least one man who carried farther his interest in the
languages and the literatures of the North. This was George Perkins Marsh, who made quite a notable collection
of books in that field and from whose active pen there came in 1838 a translation of Rasks Icelandic grammar,
a most useful work at that time, and one which had considerable influence upon the career of a young student
in Hamilton College, Daniel Willard Fiske. Through the study of Rasks grammar Fiske acquired some insight into
the Icelandic language, and through a few other English works his interest in the literature and traditions of
Iceland was aroused. Among these books were the Percy-Blackwell rendering of Mallets Northern Antiquities (3d
edition, 1847), Carlyles essays on Odin in On Heroes and Hero Worship, and perhaps also Sir Walter Scotts
paraphrase of the Eyrbyggja saga. In 1849, in his eighteenth year, Fiske left college and went to Copenhagen, a
great undertaking for an impecunious youth in those early days. In Copenhagen he soon became acquainted
with Carl Christian...
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