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Mill City Press, Inc., United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New.. 226 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The Holy Mark is a dramatic monologue told from the
point of view of a psychologically disturbed Catholic priest who continually rationalizes and justifies his
relationships with teenaged boys. It combines the elements of a psychological case study and dysfunctional
New Orleans Italian family saga. The story begins with the narrator in exile in a tiny North Louisiana parish
where he has been reassigned by the Church hierarchy in New Orleans, his city of birth, and where he suCers
the humiliation of celebrating mass in a leaky trailer. About to mark his Silver Jubilee as a priest, he reflects on
his life, including his childhood and twenty-five years in the Church. That reflection, covering the years 1970-
1995, is the meat of the novel. The Holy Mark is the story of one reluctant priest caught between the cynicism of
his own Southern upbringing and the political machinations of the Roman Catholic Church. In this disturbingly
memorable novel about a wayward priest set in late 20th-century New Orleans, Alexander explores familial
revenge, rails against the hypocrisy of the Roman Catholic Church, and creates a likable narrator guilty of
heinous acts. Father Tony endears himself to readers with charm and candor from the opening pages. He is
born with a red birthmark on his head, which his grandmother claims is a sign that he is to become a priest a
prophecy he fulfills, eventually finding his calling working with disadvantaged young boys. Though he fancies
himself a modern-day Saint John Bosco, Father Tony s relationship with some boys becomes sexual, and he
endeavors to outwit his family and the Church to save himself. Alexander ably captures...
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