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National Solicitude: A Sermon Preached in the Thirteenth
Street Presbyterian Church, New York, on Thanksgiving Day,
Nov, 25, 1847 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. - Psalms ii:11. We are assembled to-day, my hearers,
at the call of the Chief Magistrate of our State. This day
witnesses a sublime spectacle in the history of our country. It is
interesting and encouraging to behold, in our Chief
Magistrates, a disposition publicly to recognise the overruling
Providence of God. Whether they are called to this by custom
or example, or by a conscious sense of duty and obligation, it
is, of itself an occasion for gratitude. The duty of public
thanksgiving, for national blessings, is recognised in the Bible,
and is consonant with the purest feelings of Christian
patriotism. It became an annual custom with our Puritan
fathers. It has prevailed, with more or less uniformity, down to
the present time. It is also an interesting coincidence, that this
day has been set apart, and will be observed by so many of...
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