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indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: .for foot-power; and the Patent Bookrounding Machine, for hand or
steam power. Brown (benjamin George Co.), 44, Collinpvood Street, Blackfriars Road, S.E.--Lubricators. (Stand
98.) Clowes (william George), Stamford Street, S.E.--Hooker s Type-Composing Machine, and Clowes s Machine
for Blackleading Electrotype Moulds. In the Type-Composing Machine the discharge of the types from the
troughs is effected by means of a range of small electro-magnets, placed one behind each trough, and in
connection with metal contact-plates, at which the compositor operates. These contact-plates are of different
sizes, being, in fact, as to comparative size, shape, and arrangement, a copy of the ordinary lower case. Before
these contact-plates, as before a desk, the compositor sits and proceeds much as he is accustomed to do: only
that, instead of picking out the types from the boxes of his case, he touches in succession the corresponding
contact-plates with a wire pointer, which he holds in his hand like a pen. The touch instantly makes the
magnetic contact, and the letter is set free to go on its way to the collector. The process of touching the
contact-plates is limited only by the rate at which the copy can be mentally spelt; and to facilitate this spelling, a
sliding copy-holder is employed, by which the line of copy which is being read is kept always at the same level,
and the compositor can concentrate his attention on the copy. He thus soon becomes so used to the contact-
plates, that he estimates their...
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