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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 edition. Excerpt: . signification, is applied to every skillful physical
orintellectual performance. In this sense, music, poetry, painting, sculpture, architecture, dancing, oratory,
medicine and surgery are equally arts. In this broad sense every operation in Dentistry is an art. But as the arts
have multiplied, terms of distinction have become necessary; as fine arts and mechanic arts, with all their
subdivisions. All that ministers to the esthetic sense, furnishing food for the imagination, belongs to the fine arts;
all that contributes to the physical comfort, and the utilitarian progress of mankind, we class as mechanic art.
The mechanic arts may demand consummate skill for their execution; they may require for their development
rare inventive faculties, and their combinations of mechanical principles and powers may be truly wonderful,
but their individual works require but little. eIort of the brain in their reproduction. Education in skillful manual
labor, without the capacity to originate a single new idea, is all that is required. The laws which govern their
reproduction are those of mathematics, and to be able to copy a given form with exactness is the sum of the
talent required. They may be directly of more practical value to mankind, but they make no appeal to the finer
emotions of our being. In all that excites the imagination, that calls into action the aIections or leads the mind
away from the contemplation of the material and sensual, they are dumb. The ideal arts, on the contrary,
furnish this...
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