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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . EIGHTEENTH LETTER. The very essence of Israel s being rests
upon the Torah; in it is our basis and our goal, from it the vital fluid in our veins. If our relation to it, the law of
life and truth, be healthy and normal, Israel can suffer no ill; if sick, Israel cannot be well. There is no evil, no
wrongful development in Judaism which does not owe its origin to an improper or sinful comprehension of the
Torah, or at least is perpetuated thereby. Our sages with profound insight point to this as the true cause of the
first national downfall, 1D13 N DEGREESK* fT DEGREESnn mifO, that they did not study the Law with the firm
resolve to fulfill it in life and for life; life, the practical daily life of the world, fled from the Law, and the Law
could not therefore properly pervade life, could not adequately enlighten it and-inspire it with its, the Law s,
own genial warmth. If you search for the cause of our modern sickness, you will find it nowhere else than in this
fatal misconception and misapprehension. Originally only the fundamental teachings of Israel s Law were fixed
in written form, the so-called written Law, yyVH, but the broader application thereof, in particular the spirit,
which is the life, was to be preserved only in the living word, the so-called oral law, ) 3 C n. The oppressions and
afflictions of the times and...
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