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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt writes the famous "Green Light Letter" to baseball commissioner Kenesaw
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to give those working harder and longer than before a chance for recreation. 1943: The All-American Girls
Softball League is founded to fill the void left by the departure of Major League Baseball players who were
drafted or enlisted into the war effort. 1946: Four players - the Los Angeles Rams' Kenny Washington and Woody
Strode and the Cleveland Browns' Bill Willis and Marion Motley - become the first African Americans to play
professional football. 1947: Jackie Robinson breaks the baseball color barrier, becoming the first African
American to play in Major League Baseball.
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