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character of poetry is truism of some standing and yet not true: truism as touching all middling versifying in all
its various degrees downwards, including the present volume; but false, as spoken of true poetry which can
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Witness the world-wide sensation kindled whenever some master-spirit takes the lyre in hand Such deep heart-
haunting wonder as hath won By his weird songs the gifted Tennyson. With this passing protest on the qualified
sense in which the poetry-drug dogma should be taken, may | be allowed to show cause for obtruding the
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